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Overall Goal

• Develop an IT research
strategy and rationale to
enable the “Transforming the
Practice of Health Care”
vision of the PITAC February
1999 report

• Inspired by the vision
statement in the 1999 report
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Summary of Meetings

• Briefings and conference calls with individuals
from:
—National Library of Medicine
—Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
—National Cancer Institute
—National Institutes of Health
—National Center for Research Resources
—Food and Drug Administration
—National Science Foundation
—Centers for Disease Control
—National Center for Health Statistics
—Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation

(DHHS)
—Office of the Secretary of HHS
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Context for the Report

• One goal of our Nation should be a healthy population – this is
key to attaining other important national goals such as quality
of life, a sound economy, and national security.  IT can play a
crucial role in achieving these goals economically and efficiently.

• Biological research in the new century is an information
creation, management, and analysis task.  The mandatory role
for IT in biomedicine is now unquestioned.

• IT can also help provide better feedback loops for connecting
providers, policymakers, and patients with late-breaking
research and discussions about clinical decision-making policy.
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Findings
• The U.S. lacks a broadly disseminated and accepted national vision for

information technology in health care.

• Critical, long-term research, technology, and policy issues need to be
addressed if we are to realize the potential of information technology to
improve the practice of health care.

• The introduction of integrated decision-support systems that can proactively
foster best practices requires enhanced information-technology methods and
tools.

• Achieving the potential of information technology to improve health care will
be constrained until we develop a larger cadre of researchers and practitioners
who operate at the nexus of health and computing/communications.

• The biomedical community, including the Federal research agencies, has
tended to rely on information technology innovations that are produced by
investments in other parts of Government.

• The role and management of information technology in the Department of
Health and Human Services has several limitations, which must be addressed
if the health care community is to benefit from the promise of the information
age.
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Recommendations
• Establish pilot projects and Enabling Technology Centers to extend practical

uses of information technology to health care systems and biomedical research.

• Provide a scalable national computing infrastructure to support the biomedical
research community that includes the biomedical-computing equivalent of
DOE’s Accelerated Strategic Computing Initiative (ASCI) program.

• Congress should enact legislation that assures sound practices for managing
personally identifiable health information of any kind.

• Establish programs to increase the pool of biomedical research and health care
professionals with training at the intersection of health and information
technology.

• DHHS should outline its vision for using information technology to improve
health care in this country and subsequently devote the necessary resources to
do the basic information technology research critical to accomplishing these
goals in the long term.

• DHHS should appoint a senior information technology leader to provide
strategic leadership across DHHS and focus on the importance of information
technology in addressing pressing problems in health care.


